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THE EARLY HISTORY OF JONATHAN CARVER 

William Browning 

Few of our early native explorers rank with Carver. The 
importance of a correct account of him, however, depends 
not so much on the value of his discoveries as on the pragmatic 
fact that his name has occupied a prominent place for the past 
one hundred and forty years. The wide interest that Carver's 
work elicited and the hold it has kept despite all the attacks of 
critics have naturally aroused inquiry concerning his personal 
history. Yet, as John Thomas Lee says, "we know very little 
of Carver's early life." 1 Lee has done more than anyone else 
to correct the criticisms aimed at Carver and has with thor- 
oughness gathered the material referring to him, but he 
recognizes, nevertheless, the mystery that shrouds the career 
of Carver. 

One sketch, that of Judge Daniel W. Bond, 2 gives some 
items, the best account perhaps that has appeared. But it is 
in a little-seen volume, lacks much of importance to the pic- 
ture, has inevitable slips, makes no reference to the author's 
sources of information, and has doubt thrown on it by the 
editor. 

The accounts of Lee and Bond give practically everything 
so far known regarding the personal side of Carver's career. 
Yet even so primary a fact as the date of Carver's birth has 
not been hitherto known. To anyone acquainted with Con- 
necticut it must seem incomprehensibly strange that such a 
man could have been bred there, and yet no traces of his life 
or lineage be discoverable. 

1 "A Bibliography of Carver's Travels," in State Historical Society of Wis- 
consin, Proceedings, 1909, 148. 

2 George Sheldon, History of Deerfield, Massachusetts (Deerfleld, 1895), II, 
101-104; Carver genealogy supplied by Judge Daniel W. Bond. 
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There remained one possible source of information that 
none of Carver's many commentators had exploited, viz., the 
various local archives that might shed light. From long 
familiarity with Connecticut and by the aid of friends the 
present writer has been able to find material that it is hoped 
will go toward establishing a correct view of Carver's origin 
and early surroundings. 

Most later accounts point to Canterbury, Connecticut, as 
the place of the explorer's birth. It is therefore in order to 
turn to that town for possible facts. Though its early records 
are in part lost or scattered, facts relative to Carver have been 
found in the following still extant but unpublished records: 

a. Town records in the present town clerk's office in 
Canterbury. Volume I of Vital Records is gone. Volume 
II does not begin until about 1750. Registry of early deeds 
seems also incomplete. Other town records, however, are 
well kept and indexed and prove useful. 

b. Early probate records of Canterbury, now preserved 
at the Windham County courthouse in Willimantic. 

c. Later probate records of that district, kept at the 
Plainfield town clerk's office in Central Village, Connecticut. 
These were examined but they yielded little prior to 1750. 

d. Original record of the Canterbury Congregational 
Church, now in possession of the Connecticut Historical So- 
ciety at Hartford. 

In addition there is some scattering material published in 
recent years, or otherwise accessible, from which information 
may be gleaned to supplement the facts derived from the 
records which have been noted as of major importance. 

An outline of Carver's early career can best be presented 
by following genealogical lines, beginning with his father, 
David Carver ("Ensign David") of Canterbury, Connecti- 
cut. The "First Volume of Records of Town Acts, 1717—' 
discloses the following information: 
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Town meeting, Canterbury, Dec. 8, 1719. Amongst the 
officials chosen was "David Carver, leather sealer." 

Dec. 20, 1720. David Carver chosen first selectman, and 
again leather sealer. 

Dec. 29, 1720. "Town Meeting. * * * David Carver 
was chosen Moderator for the day." 

Dec. 19, 1721. David Carver was again chosen modera- 
tor; also again first selectman for the year. 

Town Meeting. "July the 4th 1722 Mr. Carver was 
chosen moderator for the day." 

Dec. 11, 1722, Town Meeting. "Ensign David Carver" 
was chosen one of two "jurymen." 3 

Jan. 24, 1722/3. "Ensign David Carver" was chosen one 
of "a Committee to agree with a schoolmaster or masters to 
keep the school as aforesaid." 

Town Meeting, Feb. 26, 1722/3 voted to David Carver 
a tract of land (the boundaries of which are detailed at 
length). 

Apr. 30, 1723. Voted to "Ensign David Carver" a half 
share of "undivided land or commons." 

Dec. 17, 1723. "Ensign David Carver, leather sealer," 
so chosen at town meeting. On the same day he was chosen 
one of a committee on a highway award. 

Dec. 8, 1724. "Ensign David Carver" again chosen 
leather sealer. 

Dec. 21, 1725. "General Town Meeting"; Mr. David 
Carver chosen moderator and again "leather sealer." 

Dec. 6, 1726. Town Meeting; "Ensign David Carver" 
was again chosen "leather sealer." 

His name then drops out of the records. But it is evident 
that in his few years in the young community Ensign David 
Carver was elected to a good share of the offices in the gift 
of the town. And as he was sufficiently domiciled by Decem- 

3 This may mean the same as Bond's statement that he was a deputy to the 
General Court. 
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ber, 1719 to take part in town meeting, it is clear that he must 
have arrived prior to this date. There is little to indicate his 
personal character, except that he was not a member of the 
local church ; but his career can be outlined very well. 

An entry in the original record of Canterbury Congrega- 
tional Church runs as follows : "Dec. 16, 1722, bapt. Benjamin 
son of Ens. David Carver." As this church list of baptisms 
begins in 1711, but gives no other child born to him, it is a 
natural inference that any other children he may have had 
were born elsewhere. 

ESTATE OF DAVID CARVER 

The particulars which follow are gleaned from the old 
probate records at Willimantic (not to be confused with 
newer series) . Only so far as they bear on the present sub- 
ject are they here transcribed or summarized. While the 
style, chirography, and paper are old, the text can be made 
out satisfactorily. 

Volume I, 1713-34, pp. 220-22. The appraisers' list of 
Nov. 9, 1727 is given at length — lands, buildings, and a long 
list of articles of the estate. Signed, "Solomon Pain, ad- 
ministrator." In volume I, part 2, p. 157-58 the distribution 
of the estate is thus recorded : 

At a Court of Probate held in Plainfield February 13th, 1727-8 for 
ye County of Windham. Present Timothy Pierce Esq. Judge. 
Mr. Solomon Pain adminstrator on ye estate of Ensign David Carver 
late of Canterbury deceased. Presented to ye Court an account of his 
administration on ye said estate which account and receipts was examined 
by which and ye inventory of ye sd deceased Estate It appears that ye 
whole estate inventoried with ye debts due to sd Estate amounts to ye 
sum of L 2118- 1%S and yt ye administrator hath paid out sundry debts 
and charges amounting to ye sum ofL81-15S4' w-th is by this Court 
allowed and that there is now remaining of ye sd deceased Estate ye sum 
or value of L 2036- 15S - 10' to be distributed and divided. 
Which this Court distributes as follows to wit to Mrs. Sarah Carver 
relick to sd deceased one 3d part of ye movable Estate of sd deceased 
which is the sum of L 122- 5S - 7' at Inventory price to be hers forever. 
And ye one 3d part of Real Estate during life wch is ye sum of L556- 
13S - V and unto Mr. Samuel Carver eldest son to sd deceased the sum 
or value of L 387 - 19S -0' and into Jonathan Carver 2d son to sd 
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deceased the sum or value of L193- 19S- 6' and unto David Carver 3d 
son to sd deceased ye sum or value of L193- 19S- 6' and unto Benjamin 
Carver 4th son to sd deceased ye sum or value of L193- 19S- 6' and unto 
Sarah Pain eldest daughter to said deceased ye sum or value of L193- 
19S- 6' and unto Hannah Carver second daughter to sd deceased the sum 
or value of L193- 19S- 6' — and This Court orders that ye above said 
daughters shall have their portion out of ye personal estate of sd de- 
ceased — so far as they can extend and this Court orders and appoints 
Capt. Joseph Adams Mr. Solomon Tracy and Mr. John Felch all of 
Canterbury to distribute and divide ye sd estate accordingly and to make 
return thereof to this Court and to be sworn before the next Justice and 
this Court appoints Mr. John Dyer of Canterbury guardian to ye above sd 
Jonathan Carver David Carver and Hannah Carver Jonathan Carver and 
David Carver desiring ye same for themselves and also this Court appoints 
Mr. Solomon Pain of sd Canterbury guardian to sd Benjamin Carver 
Bond being given by sd guardian as ye law directs. 

And also this Court orders that if any thing hereafter should appear 
to be due to or from sd Estate Each one to be at their ratable part in 
paying or recovering ye same. 

Test John Crory Clerk of Prob. 

Volume I, p. 301. "Canterbury, Apr. 24, 1728 pursuant 
to the trust committed to the subscribers by the Honored 
Court of Probate &c. For the division of the estate of Mr. 
David Carver of said Canterbury for the County of Windham 
deceased, viz. — Was ordered by said Court as followeth 
namely of the said personall estate to the widow relict of the 
deceased an 3 part being 122 L.-s.-p. We have set out 
according to the best of our understanding in particulars as 
followeth. Imprimis. " 

Then follows a list, two and one-half pages long, of the 
distributed articles of the estate, stated to lie in part on the 
Quinebaug River. Next are specifications of three divisions 
of land. Widow's dowry of one-third stated. 

Volume I, p. 305. "Saml. Carver the eldest son of said 
David" is given a tract of land. 

"We have set out to Jonathan Carver 2 d son to the 
deceased a tract of land lying on the west side of the River 
bounded as followeth," &c. 

To David Carver (3d son) a tract is also set out. 



296 William Browning 

Volume I, p. 306. "Fifthly we have set out to Benjamin 
Carver fourth son to said David a tract of land," &c. 

"Sixthly we have set out to Sarah Paine — daughter to 
said David a tract," &c. 

"Seventhly we have set out to Hannah Carver youngest 
daughter to said David, a tract," &c. 

Signed, — Adams, — Feltch, & Sallomon Tracy, "distribu- 
tors under oath." July 26, 1729. 

Volume I, p. 301. "A Court of Probate held in Plain- 
field, June the 10th, 1729, Mr. John Dyer of Canterbury 
appeared in court and acknowledged himself bound to the 
Treasurer of the County of Windham in a recognizance of 
three hundred pounds money — that had said John Dyer as 
guardian to and for Jonathan Carver, David Carver and 
Hannah Carver minor sons and daughter to Mr. David 
Carver of said Canterbury deceased. Will be as his ratable 
part in paying all such debts that shall hereafter appear to 
be due from the deceased estate." His first bond in February, 
1728 was for L 500. 

Volume I, p. 301. "A Court of Probate held in Plainfield, 
July the 8th 1729— Mr. Saml. Carver, eldest son to Mr. 
David Carver of Canterbury deceased, appeared in said Court 
and acknowledged himself bound to the Treasury of said 
County of Windham in a recognizance of two hundred 
pounds money that he — Will be as his ratable part in paying 
all such debts that shall hereafter appear to be due from 
the deceased estate." 

"A Court of Probate held in Plainfield July the 8, 1729, 
Mr. Solomon Pain of Canterbury as Guardian for Benjamin 
Carver, minor son of Mr. David Carver of Canterbury de- 
ceased, appeared in the Court and acknowledged himself 
bound to the treasury of the said County of Windham in a 
recognizance of one hundred pounds money that he the said 
Pain as guardian to said minor will be as his ratable part in 
paying all such debts as shall hereafter appear to be due from 
the said deceased Estate." His earlier bond was for L 200. 
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The facts here first set forth are matters of legal record, 
established at the time and by those quite familiar with all the 
members of Ensign David Carver's family. They conse- 
quently furnish a sure basis from which to trace out the line of 
the Jonathan named therein, a key to the obscure parts of his 
history. 

These records show that Ensign David Carver must have 
died between December 6, 1726 (when he was last elected to 
office) and November 9, 1727 (when his estate was appraised) 
and thus sufficiently corroborate the date given by Bond, viz., 
September 14, 1727. His estate appears to be recorded at 
greater length than any other of that period, indicating that 
he was a man of personal and financial importance, necessitat- 
ing the appointment of administrator, appraisers, distributors, 
and guardians. The value of the estate, some $10,000, may 
not now seem very impressive, but for that time and place it 
represented a surprisingly large amount — more than David 
Carver could well have accumulated in his few years at Canter- 
bury. For his day and generation he was a man of wealth. 

Since Samuel Carver, the eldest son, was of age, it is 
certain that Jonathan, the second son, was approaching his 
majority though still a minor in 1729. As Ensign David 
does not appear in these records until 1719, and his fourth 
son was baptized in 1722, the fact that there were two children 
between the latter and Jonathan raises again a presumption 
that he was born before the family removed to Canterbury. 

The following items bearing on the marriage of Jonathan 
Carver are found in the town records of Canterbury: 

Mary the daughter of Jonathan and Abigail Carver was born Apr. the 

8th, 1747. 

Abigail the daughter of Jonathan and Abigail Carver was born May 
the 29th 1748. 

These names and dates agree perfectly with those given 
by Bond for the first two children of Jonathan Carver of 
Franklin County, Massachusetts. The items afford sufficient 
corroboration also of Judge Bond's further statement that 
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his Jonathan Carver, the explorer, married Abigail Robbins 
October 20, 1746 in Canterbury. A list of Carver's children, 
correct in part and possibly in toto, is given by Bond. 

The following evidence should convince even those who 
"prefer darkness to light" that the Jonathan Carver who 
lived at Canterbury, Connecticut, and Jonathan Carver the 
explorer, of Franklin County, Massachusetts, were one and 
the same individual: 

a. The general recognition and acceptance by the Massa- 
chusetts local historians of the fact that their Jonathan Carver 
came from Canterbury, Connecticut. This conclusion is 
accepted by Lee and apparently by all other recent writers 
who have given special attention to the subject. 

b. The existence of a very real Jonathan Carver at 
Canterbury, as the wise men of history have presumed, and 
the further fact that he dropped out of the Canterbury 
records just before the appearance of a Jonathan Carver in 
Franklin County, Massachusetts. 4 

c. The identity of Jonathan's two children born in Can- 
terbury, Mary and Abigail, with the first two children of the 
Massachusetts Jonathan. 

d. The general agreement alike of hostile and friendly 
critics that the explorer came from Connecticut, in conjunc- 
tion with the un-Homeric fact that no other place in Connecti- 
cut has competed for him. 

e. The fact that in 1770 at Montague, Massachusetts, a 
summer school was kept at Mrs. Abigail Carver's amongst 
others, 5 the name thus agreeing with that of Jonathan's wife 
in Canterbury earlier. 

f . The direct testimony of the Rev. Samuel Peters that 
he knew the explorer to be from Canterbury, although as a 
"colossal liar" and "spiteful historian" little credence is placed 
in his unsupported word. 

4 Montague, Deerfield, and Northfield were all in Franklin County. 

6 Edward P. Pressey, History of Montague (Montague, Mass., 1910), 217. 



The Early History of Jondthan Carver 299 

Rarely can a personal item of two centuries ago be estab- 
lished more conclusively. 

ORIGIN OF ENSIGN DAVID CARVER AND BIRTH OF JONATHAN, 

THE EXPLORER 

The fact that Canterbury was not settled until shortly 
before 1700 shows that David removed here from some other 
place. Since Bond states that he married Hannah Dyer of 
Weymouth, Massachusetts, we naturally turn to that town's 
records for light on this point. 

In the Vital Records of Weymouth 6 these entries are 
found: 

Jonathan, s. of David & Hannah Carver, b. Apr. 13, 1710. 
David, s. of David & Hannah Carver, b. Sept. 14, 1713. 
Hannah, d. of David & Hannah Carver, b. Oct. 25, 1717. 

Since these names are identical with those of three of 
Ensign David Carver's children, are in the same chronological 
order, and since the dates of birth accord with the known 
facts concerning Ensign David's family, born at just the 
right period to conform, and furthermore since the parents' 
names agree with those given by Bond, it appears mathe- 
matically certain that they are identical. 7 

It is consequently certain that we have here the long 
sought date of birth of Jonathan Carver, the explorer, April 
13, 1710. Various writers, critics as well as supporters, have 
inclined to place the explorer's birth before 1732, the date 
commonly assigned. Their guesses have ranged all the way 
back to "about 1712"— that of Bond. It follows from the 
same evidence that Carver was born at Weymouth, Massa- 

6 Vital Records of Weymouth, Massachusetts to 1850 (Boston, 1910), 70. 

7 The name Sarah, as the widow of David, given once in the settlement of the 
estate, does not negative this conclusion. While it might be due to any one of 
several reasons, the real explanation evidently is connected with the following 
fact: Of the twenty-one entries of births or baptisms in the family, as found 
recorded, in but one (that of Benjamin, last child of Ensign David) is there 
failure to include the mother's name. It is therefore apparent that something had 
happened to her before the entry was made. 
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chusetts. Since he passed most of his younger years in 
Connecticut it was natural for him to say he came from there. 8 

Other facts tending to confirm these conclusions are noted 
in the Weymouth town records and early deeds (the latter 
preserved in the registry of Suffolk County) . At the town 
meeting of March 4, 1700 and subsequently David Carver 
was chosen tithingman ; later constable ; and then selectman. 
In 1712 he handed back to the town its stock of ammunition. 
In 1713, as a "householder," he received his share of a cedar 
swamp. In 1716 he took title to 15 acres at his mill pond. And 
on January 28, 1718 he sold his mill pond with 40 acres includ- 
ing "housing and building and grist mill thereon." From this 
date he seems to drop out of the Weymouth records. It can 
consequently be concluded that he left there soon after; this 
tallies with his advent in Connecticut. 

This would account for his having property, as indicated 
above, before moving to Canterbury. Maturity of years, 
experience in town government, and the possession of means, 
account also for his prompt participation in public affairs on 
settling in the frontier town. 

Thus far in this paper every connecting link has been 
established by authentic contemporary records and the con- 
clusions reached can fairly claim to be decisive. We may now 
consider some points of secondary importance, the evidence 
for which seems sound but possibly not in every respect as 
conclusive. 

THE ANCESTRAL LINE OF ENSIGN DAVID CARVER 

The names of three Carvers appear in the early annals of 
Massachusetts, only one of whom (Robert, 1594-1680) left a 

8 As Carver was seventeen years old at the death of his father, Lettsom's state- 
ment that he was fifteen is not far amiss. But his assignment of 1732 as the date 
of Carver's birth seems at first a strange error. Carver however made no state- 
ment of record as to his age. If he allowed a wrong impression to go out, the 
reasons are now a matter of probability rather than proof. It is easy to see one 
that is entirely sufficient to account for this. He was intently striving to organize 
and lead an expedition that should realize his dreams by going through to the 
Pacific. But his age, if stated correctly (he was in his sixtieth year on reaching 
England, and died at seventy), would militate seriously against gaining support. 
To meet this a large cut in his age was imperative. 
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male line. It is stated and with apparent correctness that all 
the subsequent Massachusetts Carvers of that period were 
descended from this Robert. Hence it can be concluded that 
Jonathan, the explorer, and his father, David, were of that 
stock, whether the line of descent can be made out in detail or 
not. 

A plausible line of descent for our first David can be 
traced in the local histories of Marshfield, Massachusetts, an 
offshoot of Plymouth Colony. 9 John Carver, 1575-1621, the 
first governor of Plymouth Colony, left no Carver line. His 
brother Robert, however, (v. supra) settled at Marshfield as 
early as 1638 and had a son John (1637-79). This John 
Carver had a son David, born about 1668 (anyway nearer 
1670 than 1663) . He, Richards suggests, removed to ^Con- 
necticut, and became the ancestor of Jonathan Carver," the 
explorer. 

Chronologically this David corresponds well with the first 
in Canterbury; and, as a collateral descendant of Governor 
Carver, it would explain in a way Dr. Lettsom's statement 
that the explorer was a descendant of an early governor. 
Jonathan Carver may have supposed that he was directly 
descended from the governor. 10 There is nothing to gainsay 
this line from Robert, and the only uncertainty is the lack of 
direct proof that its David was identical with the Weymouth- 
Canterbury David. 

Since there were in all several David Carvers it may be 
well to differentiate those of possible interest : 

9 See Carver genealogy given by L. S. Richards, History of Marshfield 
(Plymouth, Mass., 1901-5), II, 160 ff. Also, more briefly, in Marcia A. Thomas, 
Memorials of Marshfield (Boston, 1854), 52-53. 

10 An old instance of this identical mistake is on record in connection with 
another branch of the family: "William Carver [oldest son of John, and grandson 
of the above Robert] died* at Marshfield 1760, ae. 102, and is noticed by Gov. 
Hutchinson and Dr. Belknap in the biography of Gov. Carver as the grandson of 
the Governor" (from Mitchell's History of Bridgewater, Massachusetts, 1840, p. 
363). In view of such an illustration and of the undeveloped state of genealogic 
lore in Carver's time, the statement in the text affords the most reasonable explana- 
tion of his ancestral claim. 
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a. Ensign David Carver; his career has been sufficiently 
discussed. 

b. His third son, David, born Weymouth, 1713, elected 
"an inhabitant" by the town of Canterbury in 1736, married 

Susanna in 1739, had seven children and appears 

to have remained there, as a daughter was baptised in 1758 11 ; 
two sons took a deed in 1770, 12 and a son, Nathan, was married 
at Lisbon in 1770. 

c. David, son of No. 2, born Canterbury, May 2, 1747. 13 

d. David, baptised December 21, 1730, 14 son of Jona- 
than's brother Samuel. 

e. An uncertain David. 15 

YOUTH OF JONATHAN CARVER 

More directly to establish the conditions under which the 
explorer passed his youth a word may be said of his dominant 
seniors. As he went with the family to Connecticut when 
about eight years old, he had the stimulus of a change of 
environment at an impressionable age. Any special forma- 
tive influences were more likely to have been active after than 
before this removal. In view of Ensign David Carver's posi- 
tion in life it is evident that the boy, Jonathan, enjoyed what- 
ever advantages, educational and otherwise, the resources of 
the community afforded. 

Col. John Dyer, 1692-1779, guardian of young Jonathan, 
was also his maternal uncle. Mrs. David Carver (nee Han- 
nah Dyer, born Weymouth, February 13, 1684) "was a 

11 Original record of Canterbury Congregational Church. 

32 Later probate records of Canterbury, in Plainfield town clerk's office. 

"Original record of Canterbury Congregational Church. 

14 Ibid. 

15 The History of Hingham, Massachusetts (1893, III, 288) says a David 
Carver of Weymouth married Ruth Whitmarsh, December 14, 1696 (or December 
16, 1696, according to a Whitmarsh pedigree). And the Weymouth Vital Records 
give a "Ruth, d. of David & Ruth Carver, b. Dec. 1, 1701," also a "Samuel, s. of 
David & Ruth Carver, b. Nov. 4, 1704." Whether this was an earlier marriage of 
Ensign David Carver is not material to the present story, — though there are 
reasons for thinking it was, in which case this daughter, born Ruth, was later called 
Sarah. 
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sister of Col. John Dyer of Canterbury, and Col. Thomas of 
Windham, both prominent in the affairs of Connecticut." 
They were grandsons of Thomas Dyer, settler in Massa- 
chusetts, and "moved to Windham County, Connecticut." 
The Dyers went to Connecticut before Carver and 
doubtless induced him to remove thither. Col. Thomas Dyer 
(1694-1766) was the father of Hon. Eliphalet Dyer, LL.D, 
a member of the Continental Congress and later chief justice 
of the state of Connecticut, own cousin of the explorer. 16 

Solomon Pain, 1698-1754, born in Eastham, Massachu- 
setts, lived at Canterbury and was later minister of the 
Separatist Church there. He married Sarah Carver, eldest 
daughter of Ensign David, on March 2, 1720. She died 
August 9, 1731. 17 This Solomon, known also as Elder Pain, 
was the administrator of Ensign David's estate and guardian 
of his youngest son, Benjamin. Pain became widely known 
as a leader and organizer of the Separatist Church movement 
in Connecticut, perhaps the greatest religious schism that has 
ever stirred the old state. In discussing this movement the 
late A. A. Browning of Norwich says: 18 "Then came the 
notable contest at Canterbury concerning the Saybrook plat- 
form, in which Col. Dyer played a conspicuous part upon 
the one side and the brothers Solomon and Elisha Paine on 
the other." 

These facts are mentioned to show that Carver was 
closely related to and in his younger years associated with men 
of more than local reputation. Canterbury has had some 
prominence for a small community, and these men were 
among her representative citizens. 

To sum up: Carver came of able stock on both sides. His 
family had means. He enjoyed the best advantages the 

19 "History of Ancient Windham," by Wm. L. Weaver, in the Willimantic 
Journal, 1864-65. 

17 H. D. Paine (ed.), Paine Family Records (New York, 1880-83), I, 161. 
The name is spelled either with or without a final e. 

18 Records and Payers of the New London County Historical Society, II, 154. 
See also S. L. Blake, The Separates or Strict Congregationalists of New England, 
1902. 
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time and place afforded. His nearest older relatives were men 
of influence and standing, large factors in the life and activi- 
ties of a wide region. 19 Both phases of the biologic formula, 
heredity and environment, are duly typified. 

DID CARVER STUDY MEDICINE? 

It was a reason quite aside from the preceding presenta- 
tion that turned the writer's attention to Carver. In connec- 
tion with a paper on "Medical Explorers" 20 some question 
arose whether Carver had studied medicine. It was with the 
hope of settling this point that the foregoing material was 
gathered. Though the net result seemed worth publishing for 
its value otherwise, it has but a limited bearing on the moot 
question. Some facts and considerations however favor an 
affirmative answer. 

Carver had plenty of time to study medicine, as now 
appears, between the death of his father and his own marriage. 
As his army and camp life was without doubt a large factor 
in qualifying him for exploring work, the casual possession 
of medical knowledge even at that period would have given 
him an added sense of preparedness. But the main evidence 
is the direct statement of Lettsom, 21 based, presumably, on 
remarks of Carver. It hence comes back in part to the degree 
of credence placed in this statement plus any corroboration 
which may be adduced. 

The name of the place where Carver is said to have studied, 
"Elizabeth Town, in the same province," sounds very sug- 

19 To some writers it seems puzzling that Carver ever made or supplied a 
shoe. In point of fact any such incident only serves, if at all, further to identify 
him. His uncle, Col. Thomas Dyer, "was a shoemaker by trade," yet became a 
leading citizen (v. The Dyar Family, 1903, p. 7; also supra, note 16). Natural 
enough for the nephew to pick up the trade, and perhaps turn a hand at it on 
occasion. If he actually practiced it he must have been a captain of industry for 
1754 to furnish twenty pairs at one call! It comes back to the difficulty of 
appreciating the conditions of early days. Even in the last century we find men of 
distinction who had toiled at the last. Moreover, the shoemaker before the 
machine-age ranked higher as an artisan and in the general estimation than he does 
at the present time. 

20 New York Medical Record, Oct. 28, 1918. 

21 Or^r's Travels (London, 1781), 2. 
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gestively like Lisbon, the next town to Canterbury, where at 
that time lived Dr. Joseph Perkins (1704-94). Though the 
town was not incorporated until 1786, the name was in use 
long previously. Perkins graduated at Yale in 1728, started 
in practice soon after, and was thought "very eminent, both in 
medicine and surgery." One of his pupils was his own son, 
Dr. Elisha Perkins, famous in two continents as the origina- 
tor of "metallic tractors" and "perkinism." He lived farther 
down on the same little river as Carver, the Quinebaug, and 
on the usual road to Norwich, then the nearest business center. 
It is certain that Carver must have known Perkins, at least 
in a general way. 

Both from the statement that Carver gave up medicine 
for other activities and from the lack of any evidence that he 
practiced, it seems unlikely that he finished his medical studies. 
That he did some surveying, as indicated by Lee, would not 
be strange, as such work was done in early days by many 
medical men. 

On the face of the evidence and in default of anything to 
the contrary the only fair conclusion is that he pursued medi- 
cal studies for a time. 22 

22 The writer wishes in closing to acknowledge indebtedness to the dozen and 
more probate and town clerk offices consulted in connection with this study. It 
has been a lesson in Americanism to experience such uniform courtesy. 
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